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Introduction 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge IGCSE Geography 
(0460), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the 
subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives. 
 
In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers for Paper 4: 
Alternative to Coursework. Here, one whole script has been chosen to exemplify the standards at each of 
high, mid- and low-level grades. Answers have been taken from these scripts where they illustrate a 
particular point. The most appropriate and helpful answers are exemplified with extracts. These are often 
written responses where differentiation is shown at its best and there is a reasonable range of marks to 
separate the best and worst answers. Single mark answers of a numerical or graphical kind are not 
illustrated unless there is a particular point to make. 
 
For ease of reference the following format for each component has been adopted: 
 

 

Each question is followed by an extract of the mark scheme used by examiners. This, in turn, is followed by 
examples of marked candidate responses, each with an examiner comment on performance. Comments are 
given to indicate where and why marks were awarded, and how additional marks could have been obtained. 
In this way, it is possible to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they still 
have to do to improve their marks. 
 
This document illustrates the standard of candidate work for those parts of the assessment which help 
teachers assess what is required to achieve marks beyond what should be clear from the mark scheme. 
Some question types where the answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple 
choice, have therefore been omitted. 
 
Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk

Question 

Mark scheme 

Example candidate 
response 
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Assessment at a glance 
 
All candidates take three components. All candidates take Paper 1 and Paper 2, and either Component 3 or 
Paper 4. 
 
All candidates take: and: 

Paper 1   1 hour 45 minutes 
Geographical Themes  45% 
75 marks, weighted to 100 marks 
Candidates answer three questions, each worth 25 
marks. Candidates must answer one question from 
each section. 
Externally assessed 

Paper 2   1 hour 30 minutes 
Geographical Skills  27.5% 
60 marks 
Candidates answer all the questions 
Externally assessed 

All candidates take either: or: 

Component 3   
Coursework    27.5% 
60 marks 
Teachers set one Centre-based assignment of up 
to 200 words 
Centre-based assessment* 

Paper 4   1 hour 30 minutes 
Alternative to Coursework 27.5% 
60 marks 
Candidates answer two compulsory questions, 
completing a series of written tasks 
Externally assessed 
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Paper 4: Alternative to Coursework 

 
Question 1 
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Question 1, continued
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Mark scheme 
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Mark scheme, continued 
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Example candidate response – high 
 
Almost all high-grade candidates did match up the Heads and Tails successfully in part (a) however even high 
grade candidates do not get full marks (above the threshold there are still 19 marks not gained). Recording 
at five sites in part (b)(i) was done to obtain more data or identify differences from a wider range of data; this 
was a mark lost at all levels. The common throwaway answer that the data is “more accurate” is not true but 
is often stated by candidates of all abilities. Just carrying out more measurements does not make the data 
more accurate. In part (b)(ii) however high-grade candidates usually could identify that using a transect line 
would help ensure that the distance between sites was equal gained credit. 
 
Part (c)(i) was answered well by high-grade candidates; many obtained all three marks. The example below 
illustrates this well in a logical sequence and refers to how they made their measurements with the 
equipment provided 
 

 
 
The candidate states that the hole was dug in the ground down to 10cm and the cylinder was put in it (one 
mark), then the measured amount of water (1 litre) was poured into it (one mark) then the stopwatch was 
used to measure the time taken for the water to be absorbed (one mark). Putting the cylinder in the ground, 
pouring in a measured amount of water and using the stopwatch were essential requirements to gain credit. 
 
High-level candidates had no problems with parts (c)(ii) or (c)(iii) and in part (c)(iv) clearly showed the working 
of the calculation as required and put the final figure of 36.2 in the space provided. 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
 
The graph work on part (d) was well done by high-grade candidates although almost all candidates gained 
high credit for parts of it. What distinguished high-grade candidates was the accuracy of their plotting and 
the neatness displayed in completing and shading the graphs as illustrated below. 
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Example candidate response – high, continued 
 
High-grade candidates were able to judge that the Hypothesis stated was incorrect and supported this 
judgement by using appropriate data for the three Areas. In the example below this candidate underlined the 
words “fewer” “infiltrates” and “quickly” in the question clearly taking care to understand what the 
relationship was stating before disagreeing with it. The candidate also does not use individual sites to 
support the judgement but provides an overall view of Area A and Area C vegetation types and infiltration 
rates. This is a very good answer. 
 

 
 
Many candidates struggled with part (d)(iii). This candidate chose to focus on individual sites for Area B to 
support the Hypothesis rather than the overall picture best gained by looking at the vegetation cover in 
Areas A and C and relating that to infiltration times. 
 
In part (d)(iv) high-grade candidates could usually explain the importance of roots being able to absorb the 
water quickly for use in plants as shown below however, even at this level, very few candidates mentioned 
the other points e.g. the roots physically creating gaps for water to infiltrate down. 
 

 
 

Question 1(e) did not get the response required at many levels on this paper. Few candidates 
referred back to the data in Fig.1 despite the question asking them to do this. Some described 
the human impacts taking place without linking them to any aspect of vegetation cover, 
compacted ground or infiltration rates. A generic mark was available for candidates who did 
suggest that the infiltration times varied due to differences in vegetation cover and linked this to 
Sites A, B and C. This candidate did achieve that. 
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Example candidate response – middle 
 
It was unusual for many candidates to get fewer than three marks for part (a); those that did usually 
mismatched the Shallow roots... and Large leaves... with the correct Tails. The example below though 
illustrates the kind of careless error that some candidates carry out. Despite being a mid-level candidate, they 
have put the arrow from Shallow roots... to the Tails heading box instead of to the “..to extract soil nutrients”. 
It is unfortunate to see an able candidate throw away marks in this way. 
 

 
 
This candidate erroneously thought that five sites were measured “to increase accuracy” but did in part (b) 
(ii) recognise the use of a transect line for measuring equal distances for one mark. 
 
In part (c)(i) the candidate gained two marks. The answer was not well written but shows understanding that 
the measuring cylinder is put into the ground to a 10cm depth and the stopwatch is used to measure the 
time to soak water away. The candidate states “pour 1 litre of water” but does not say where – so cannot 
get the third mark. 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued 
 
Full marks were scored on the calculation/graph parts (c)(ii) to (d). However in part (d)(ii) some confusion 
begins. Initially the candidate does state the hypothesis and says it is wrong, however, they then have 
returned and changed quickly to slowly which is the correct hypothesis which is subsequently right. One 
mark is gained however for using Area C as an example of where the infiltration is fastest where there are 
more types of vegetation. 
 

 
 
In part (d)(iii) the candidate clearly recognises that in Area C, where there is more than 50% cover, infiltration 
is faster and in Area A, where it is less than 50% cover, infiltration is slower. A better answer would also 
have included the average infiltration rates for a third mark. There was no need to waste time stating that the 
hypothesis is true; that is stated in the question. 
 

 
 
In part (d)(iv) the water being absorbed by roots is a correct reason for faster infiltration rates where 
vegetation cover is great; a second reason such as large gaps created by roots is not given. 
 
In part (e) the candidate just states three fairly random sentences about the soil variation or vegetation type 
varying. There is no evidence that they have looked at Fig.1 as referred to in the question so end up with a 
brief answer and no marks. 
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Example candidate response – low 
 
In part (a) the matching exercise was completed correctly for three marks. The candidate suggested that 
students collected data from five sites for comparison but that is not the initial reason for which is to collect 
more data. Comparing it is a future stage. They also suggested using the transect line to measure distances 
but this needed to be more precise and state “equal” distances. 
 
In part (c)(i) the candidate lists three pieces of equipment but, as with many candidates at this level, does not 
give enough detail for credit. What is the stopwatch measuring? How much water was to be poured and 
where? 
 

 
 
Despite only scoring 21/60 this low-grade candidate had no problems answering the simpler practical 
questions from parts (c)(ii) to (c)(iv). However in part (d), although the top two graphs were completed 
accurately for three marks, the bottom graph was incorrectly done. The first bar graph is plotted five 
squares up instead of four and the shaded areas for vegetation cover have not been added above the bar 
graphs. 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
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Example candidate response – low, continued 
 
In part (d)(ii) the candidate correctly disagrees with the Hypothesis and also gained a second mark for stating 
the new Hypothesis at the end of the answer. No credit was given for the data provided as evidence as it 
was only from one site within an Area; an overall view was needed to support the judgement on the 
Hypothesis – one site is not enough. 
 

 
 
The candidate clearly had no idea how to support Hypothesis 2 in part (d)(iii). As seen below a full answer is 
given but is irrelevant referring to shades of grass colour as opposed to vegetation cover. Weak candidates 
will often fill the space with irrelevant material; rather than be seen to leave it blank. 
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Question 2 
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Question 2, continued 
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Mark scheme 
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Mark scheme, continued 
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Mark scheme, continued 
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Example candidate responses – high 
 
High-grade candidates could give two different reasons for not asking the question Where do you live? In the 
example below the issue of privacy gains a mark and also the candidate has realised that accumulating more 
information on where they live would create difficulties in mapping and representing the data in graphs. 
 

 
 
Asking for a definition of systematic sampling has been a common question in recent sessions yet many 
candidates do not appear to know it. This was not true of high-grade candidates who could describe it well 
as shown below. However, even at this level, candidates have not fully absorbed the advantages required in 
part(a)(iii) 
 

 
 
 
In questions involving calculations the importance of units cannot be stressed enough. In some cases as in 
Q1(c)(iv) a gap was left for the figure to be added before the word ‘seconds’ – the candidate did not have to 
identify the units. In Q2 (b)(i) however candidates had to show their working and calculate an answer of 1.53 
but then state the units. This high-grade candidate does everything well but cannot get the second mark as 
they have not stated the units in km. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Example Candidate Responses – Paper 4: Alternative to Coursework

Cambridge IGCSE® Geography 0460    23



Example candidate responses – high, continued 
 

 
 
High-grade candidates usually obtained full marks for part (b)(iii) and (c) although on occasions the points on 
part (c) were not plotted on the correct vertical lines. 
 
In part (c)(ii) high-grade candidates usually scored three or four marks because they read the question and 
used supporting data sensibly. This candidate correctly agrees with the hypothesis for one mark; then uses 
data to compare the distance travelled to the CBD with the lesser distances to the suburban centre (max 
two marks for comparative data). The reason this response did not get the fourth mark was that the 
candidate did not state that the CBD was the bigger shopping centre as stated in Hypothesis 1. 
 

 
 
The best answers for part (c)(iii) used geographical terms such as high-order goods, comparison goods, 
range and thresholds often giving examples of products or services that people would travel for. 
 
In part (d)(i) the pie chart was completed in the right order and with the right shadings used. The slice was 
exactly drawn at 60 degrees though there was a five degree tolerance used by examiners on this. High-
grade candidates were very precise about getting the angle correct with neat completion. 
 
The most able candidates often only partially agree with hypotheses because they can find evidence of 
anomalies as well. This candidate states that the hypotheses is only correct for the CBD but chooses an 
incorrect figure (12 instead of 18/30) to back this up. The statement that most walk in the other two centres 
is technically incorrect. Candidates need to distinguish between “most” and “the most common way” – 
they are not the same. 
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Example candidate responses – high, continued 
 

 
 
Candidates with a high grade could identify three factors that would affect the method of travel such as the 
distance, the size of the objects they wanted to buy and the effects of rain on choice of method of travel. 
 

 
 
In part (e) it was clear that very few candidates understood the meaning of the sphere of influence and how 
to find it out by fieldwork. Even high-grade candidates struggled with this. In this question candidates had to 
ask shoppers where they lived and plot that on a map and join up the outside points. Too many suggested 
asking the distance travelled (already done) or what they were buying. 
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Example candidate responses – middle 
 
In part (a) this mid-level candidate makes the perceptive point that the question Where do you live? is not 
actually needed to make a judgement on the hypothesis. It would have been better to explain why but it is 
enough to recognise that – many did not. The routine mark for privacy/personal issues is also gained. 
 

 
 
The candidate did not know what systematic sampling was nor its advantages for parts (a)(ii) and (a)(iii). 
Initially in part (a)(iv) the candidate said ‘Yes’ to the number 30 as being appropriate then changed their mind 
and said ‘No’ but did not quite make the point that the shopping centres would have different numbers of 
shoppers. The statement below applied to any sample and is too vague for credit. 
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Example candidate responses – middle, continued 
 
In part (b)(i) it is difficult to see where the number 15.5 on the top line came from; 30 is correct for the 
denominator. Both marks, one for working and one for the correct answer were lost. Part (b)(ii) was correctly 
completed but the candidate made no attempt at the dispersion graph in part (c)(i). This was surprising as, 
even if it was new, the three graphs provided gave an indication of how to plot the points. 
 

 
 

 
 
The answer to part (c)(ii) was very pleasing as this candidate also noted that the CBD was the biggest centre 
as well as agreeing with the Hypothesis and giving two figures for comparative data. 
 

 
 
 
In part (c)(iii) the candidate could suggest two reasons why people travel further to some centres i.e. for 
restaurants (one mark) and for rare items/small shops only contain everyday stuff (one mark). It was not 
accepted that better quality items are always a reason for travelling further as the quality may be fairly 
consistent with the same product wherever it is bought. 
 
The pie chart was completed neatly and accurately for two marks and this candidate recognised the 
Hypothesis was partly right and gave two pieces of evidence, using percentages, why it was correct for the 
CBD but not in the neighbourhood centre. 
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Example candidate responses – middle, continued 

 
 
In part (d)(iii) the basic answer “distance” was accepted but here, as with many mid-level candidates, the 
answer “weather condition” needed a qualification as to how it would affect travel. The third reason is 
vague. 
 

 
 
Few candidates of any ability could suggest how to carry out fieldwork to find the sphere of influence. Weak 
ideas suggesting using a video camera were irrelevant. The candidate suggests a questionnaire but does not 
say for whom and what would be asked. 
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Example candidate responses – low 
 
In part (a) the candidate does well by giving the usual “privacy/personal/may not tell truth” mark but also 
does realise that the Hypothesis is not about where they live so the question would be irrelevant. This is a 
good answer that is fairly atypical of a low-grade candidate. 
 

 
 
The candidate gained no marks in the rest of part (a) though they did attempt each question. In part (a)(ii) 
they stated that systematic sampling was done in a certain order which is close to the answer but then so 
are other sampling techniques. The word “regular” or “equal” would have gained the mark. They knew no 
advantages in (iii) and, although they disagreed with the number 30, a sufficient reason was not given as to 
why. Vague answers like that below are common at this level of candidate. 
 

 
 
In part (b)(i) the figure on top of the equation was given as 374 instead of 46. Consequently, the final answer 
was also wrong so two marks were lost. The correct figure 2 was given in part (b)(ii) but in part (c) the 
candidate made the error that many others did. They could plot the more straightforward 27 and 29 plots on 
the correct vertical line but then plotted one of the 30 plots at 29.5 and did not plot the first 30 point. One 
mistake was carelessness and the second mistake was to think that it was not necessary to put two plots on 
the 30 line; just the second one would do. It would suggest the candidate had not seen a dispersion graph 
before. 
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Example candidate responses – low, continued 
 

 
 

In part (c)(ii) the candidate gained three marks by agreeing with the Hypothesis and providing 
two sets of comparative data relating to the CBD and numbers travelling over/under 30 km. The 
candidate did not refer to any size of shopping centre for the fourth mark.
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Example candidate responses – low, continued 
 
There was not enough detail given in part (iii) to gain credit though the candidate did state three reasons why 
people travelled further. For “cheaper goods” was not accurate without qualification as that would be 
cancelled out by the extra travel costs. “Better quality” is not always true; most goods are the same quality 
wherever bought. A little more detail about the cleanliness of shopping centres might have gained a mark but 
this answer is too vague though on the right track. 
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Example candidate responses – low, continued 
While the shading of the pie chart was completed correctly for one mark, the walk slice should have been 
closer to 60 degrees of the semi-circle; this one was not within tolerance.
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Example candidate responses – low, continued 
 
In part (ii) the candidate disagreed with the Hypothesis; this is clearly wrong as the data indicates 
overall agreement (34/90 is for the car and the most common/highest way if not the most). Walking is 
significant in the neighbourhood which is why candidates could Agree or Partly Agree. No credit was 
given for any of the answer if, as in this case, the candidate made such an erroneous overall 
judgement. The last sentence almost indicates some partial agreement but the candidate has clearly 
stated they disagreed at the start. 
 

 
 
As with many other answers, this candidate does “have a go”. In part (d)(iii) none of the responses 
really meet the requirements of the question relating to factors that affect methods of travel to 
shopping centres but they impinge tangentially on the reasons – close but not close enough for credit 
as in all cases they just missed the point – a common feature at this level of candidate. 
 

 
 
Although none of these three candidates scored on part (e) the answers given by this candidate 
suggest the most unrealistic idea to find the sphere of influence e.g. using a measuring tape to 
measure the distance from houses to shopping centres. There is clearly no credit here but again the 
candidate has given a full answer as many low-grade candidates do. 
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